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The Summit Advancing Freedom from Exploitation
(5.A.F.E. 3) brought our community together during
National Human Trafficking Awareness Month to
transform compassion into action. This impactful
event equipped advocates, professionals, faith
leaders, and community members with practical
tools to recognize human trafficking, respond safely,
and connect victims to help—because trafficking
happens here, and informed communities can stop it.

Our keynote speakers delivered powerful insight.

“l thought human trafficking was rare and distant—
but this event opened my eyes. It's widespread,
growing, and even escalating with Al. Now | see it's
happening in our own communities, and I feel called
to be part of the solution.” ~Guest

An FBI agent exposed how trafficking operates and
how to identify warning signs. Congressman David
Reichert emphasized the urgency of community
preparedness, especially as Seattle approaches the
2026 World Cup. Kristine Moreland (The More We
Love) inspired action through compassionate
survivor care, while Dr. Susanna Southworth
(Restore the Child) supports victims of child sexual
abuse material by prosecuting the predators.

In her video, Dr. Deborah Rodriguez highlighted the
pervasiveness of child abuse within the foster care
system, and Compassion Washington Advocates—
Lynnette Field, Elizabeth Lambert, and Christine
Gilge— demonstrated how everyone can disrupt
exploitation right where we live.



Church & School Engagement

Compassion Washington’s Power Over Predators team
recently had the privilege of presenting at Cascade
Christian Academy, speaking to both middle and high
school students about the realities of exploitation and how
to stay safe. The assemblies were impactful and engaging,
equipping students with practical tools to recognize
warning signs, protect themselves both online and in
person, and access trusted resources for help. The
response from students and staff was overwhelmingly
positive, reflecting a growing awareness and readiness to
stand against exploitation.

One of the most powerful outcomes
was the courage of students who
shared their own experiences. Their
1. bravery made space for truth, healing,

W and connection—showing that when
awareness meets compassion, lives can
| change. It reinforced the need for safe
spaces where students feel seen, heard,
and supported, and the lasting impact
of showing up with Christlike
compassion.

Following the Power Over Predators
assembly, students experienced a
meaningful Teen Talk & Tour at Adorned
Bridal & Formal Boutique—where they
had space to process, hear a powerful
survivor story, and be reminded of their
worth as they tried on beautiful dresses.

Church Engagement

More than 90 women gathered at Grace Community
Covenant Church in Olympia this March for a meaningful
morning of brunch, fellowship, and learning. Compassion
Washington volunteer Debbie Smith shared about her work
with Adorned Bridal, a ministry that raises awareness about
human trafficking and provides support to survivors. She
also highlighted how Compassion Washington connects
individuals to critical resources and invited attendees to get
involved in upcoming health care outreach events.

The group united in a hands-on service
project, assembling “Grace Bags” to
support World Cup outreach. The event

fostered new connections—one
attendee from World Relief showed

interest in referring clients to both the
bridal boutique and medical services,
while another expressed gratitude for a
community actively addressing these
important issues.
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